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I. Reading comprehension: 60%

Questions 1-7

Radios were perhaps the most successful product of the 1920’s. This decade saw the development of the radio
from the small crystal sets whose feeble signal required the use of earphones to the large family consoles that served as
the center of home entertainment. This transition began when station KDKA in Pittsburgh reported the returns of the
Harding-Cox presidential election in a 1920 radio broadcast. Encouraged by its success, the station began to broadcast
regularly scheduled news programs, church services, and music. By 1929 there were 618 radio stations across the
United States. The increase in the broadcasting of free home entertainment caused the demand for radios to soar, with
sales rising from less than $2 million in 1920 to $600 million in 1929.

In these modern times of widespread commercialism, it is poigrant to think that many people considered the
airwaves sacred and fought to keep them unpolluted by advertising. In 1922, however, station WEAF in New York
broadcast the first sponsored program with only a discreet announcement of the advertiser’s name, a real estate
corporation. Before long, advertisers were taking on a more dominant role, unceasingly promoting their products on the
air and inextricably tying their brand names to the programs they sponsored. This development was particularly
deplored by Dr. Lee De Forest, inventor of the three-element vacuum tube that had made big-time radio possible. He

thought that the sponsors had degraded his “child” and created “a stench in the nostrils of the gods of the ionosphere.”

1. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage?
A) The Degradation of the Airwaves
B) The Rise and Fall of Commercial Radio
C) Radio Comes of Age
D) Radio: The Forerunner of Television
2. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a type of early radio broadcasting?
A) Music B) Religious Services C) Sports events D) News Programs
3. Which of the following factors probably explains the limited popularity of radios before the 1920’s?
A) People did not like using earphones.
B) There were still no regularly scheduled radio programs.
C) Radios were not yet being mass-produced.

D) Radios were still to expensive.



4. The word poignant in the passage is closest in meaning to
A) heartbreaking B) refreshing C) surprising D) foolish
5. In what way could people’s attitude toward the radio be considered “reverent”?
A) They avidly listened to the regularly scheduled church services.
B) They quickly identified radio programs with their sponsors.
C) They preferred listening to programs with discreet advertising.
D) They felt that airwaves should be kept unpolluted by advertising
6. Which of the following words best describes the state of radio advertising at the end of the 1920°s?
A) Unobtrusive B) Discreet C) Aggressive D) Almost nonexistent
7. Who was Dr. Lee De Forest?
A) Creator of big-time radio
B) Founder of the first radio station
C) Promoter of early radio advertising

D) Developer of a radio component

Questions §8-12

The Japanese have always had a reputation for a strong work ethic, often staying with the same company through
their lives. Although this “cradle-to-the-grave” mentality is still prevalent, an increasing number of well-educated young
people are opting for lifestyles with less stress and more personal freedom. Known as “freeters.”, they shun traditional
lifetime employment, often prefer to work part-time and change jobs regularly. In 2001, there were over 4 million of
them aged 15 to 34; up from 1.8 million in 1990.

While many freeters choose the lifestyle because they’re not ambitious for success in the traditional sense—or
simply lack direction in their lives—some are victims of Japan’s changing economic fortunes. They’re unable to find
secure jobs because companies, keen to reduce costs, are unwilling to take on large numbers of new graduates as
full-time staff, preferring to employ cheaper part-timers instead. As the unemployment rate hovers at a near record 5.4
per cent, competition for new jobs is tough, with only 1.35 positions available per graduate.

The growing number of freeters could have serious implications for Japanese society. Although they can support
themselves, they can’t afford to feed a family, which means that the birth rate will decline even further. As the
population is expected to start shrinking from 2007, the country will probably face long-term labor shortages. In
addition, without a secure income, freeters could become a burden to society when they get old and have no savings or

relatives to depend on.

8. What is the main subject of the passage?
A) Japan’s traditional work ethic
B) The difficulties of finding full-time employment
C) Young people who don’t have a career
D) Rising unemployment in Japan
9. From the passage, the “freeter” lifestyle could be described as
A) a waning trend. B) a recent phenomenon.

C) a revolutionary activity. D) an international movement.
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10. Which of the following is CORRECT?
A) The number of freeters tripled between 1990 and 2001.
B) Japan’s population is expected to grow in the next twenty years.
C) The “cradle-to-the-grave” lifestyle is no longer the norm in Japan.
D) Some freeters would prefer to have traditional employment.
11. What would be the best title for this passage?
A) The Changing Work Ethic in Japan
B) The Future of Freeters in Japanese Society
C) The Dangers of the Freeter Lifestyle
D) Japan’s Troubled Economy
12. Which of the following is implied in the passage?
A) The freeter lifestyle is condemned by most Japanese people.
B) The number of unmarried people will probably increase.
C) In the future, companies will only employ part-time staff.

D) Freeters are the cause of Japan’s high unemployment rate.

Questions 13-17

The period following the end of the Cold War in 1990 has witnessed both internal and external conflicts in many
African countries, such as the border war between Somalia and Ethiopia, the Rwandan tribal massacre, and a bloody
internal rebellion in Liberia.

In both internal and external conflicts, multinational institutions are often required to restore peace. But what type
of group is most effective?

To many observers, the United Nations’ (U.N.) failure to act decisively in the Rwandan genocide ended the
organization’s credibility as a peacemaker on the continent.

In Rwanda in 1994, rampaging Hutu tribesmen killed over 500,000 of their Tutsi countrymen in a matter of days.
Despite this, U.N. Security Council refused to officially describe the event as “genocide” because doing so would have
required the member states to deploy troops to physically stop the bloodshed. Since they were not willing to do this, and
since African forces did not have the capability to deal effectively with the situation, the massacres continued even after
they had been brought to the world’s attention.

The Organization of African Unity (O.A.U.), comprising 53 African states, is also no longer regarded as a
credible force for stability. The O.A.U. was largely ignored in most of the above conflicts by its own members, who
chose to take their disputes to the Europe-based International Court of Justice.

Now, many Africa-watchers believe that sub-regional organizations can be more effective. For example,
Sfollowing the massacre of over 150,000 people and the complete collapse of law and order in Liberia, a small group of

neighboring West African states, led by Nigeria, was able to quickly restore a state of normalcy.



13. What is the main subject of this passage?
A) Conflict management in modern Africa
B) The failure of the United Nations in African conflict management
C) Management of external conflicts in Africa since 1990
D) Nigeria’s emerging leadership in Africa
14. According to this passage, why is the O.A.U. no longer credible?
A) Because it lacks the military capability to stop genocides
B) Because it is not a sub-regional organization
C) Because it is not an international court of justice
D) Because its own members prefer to take their problems elsewhere
15. The word following in line 22 can be replaced by which of the following phrases?
A) subsequent to B) as a result of
C) corresponding to D) associated with
16. What can be inferred from this passage?
A) Tribal massacres like the Rwandan incident of 1994 are not genocides.
B) Governments often care most about what happens close to home.
C) The United Nations has become ineffective throughout the entire world.
D) The O.A.U. does not wish to become an important force for peace.

17. What does the word they refer to in line 13?

A) U.N. forces B) Hutu tribesmen
C) U.N. Security Council members D) African forces
Questions 18-20

Australia is well known for strange animals like the kangaroo and the cuddly koala, but the platypus is probably
its most famous oddity. It looks like a thick, brown, fur-covered hot dog with a duck-like beak, short legs and a strong
tail. Adult platypuses grow to about 60 centimeters in length and weigh two to eight kilos. According to aboriginal
folklore, the creature originated long ago in the Dreamtime when an old rat kidnapped a young duck to be his wife and
their offspring took some of the characteristics of each parent. Whatever its real origin, the platypus once inhabited
Australia, Antarctica and South America, when these continents were joined together about 1.6 million years ago, but
now it’s only found in rivers along Australia’s east coast.

Although the platypus looks like a member of the reptile family that crocodiles and turtles belong to, it is actually
an egg-laying mammal known as a monotreme. Like all mammals, the female feeds her young with her own milk. Apart
from its appearance, the platypus has other unique features. On dry land, it has good eyesight and hearing, but is blind
and deaf under water. Its beak, which has sensors that can detect movement under water, functions like a high-tech
sonar instrument that allows it to “see” in order to find and catch food. Another characteristic is that males have a spur
on each back leg that can inject poison in self-defense. The venom is strong enough to kill a dog and cause intense pain

in humans. The platypus was once hunted almost to extinction for its fur, but is now a protected species--like the koala.



18. In line 5, what does the word “folklore” mean?
A) traditional beliefs B) tribal leaders
C) cave paintings D) local residents
19. Which of the following statements is FALSE?
A) Platypuses, kangaroos and koalas are all protected species.
B) The platypus does not live in the ocean.
C) The poison from a male platypus can kill a small animal.
D) The platypus is not a type of reptile.
20. According to the article, what is a defining characteristic of mammals?
A) The male feeds the young. B) They have thick brown fur.
C) The female produces milk. D) The female lays eggs.

II. Translation. Translate the following passages into Chinese : 40%

1. For I have translated the most illustrious orations of the two most eloquent of the Greek orators....And I have not
translated them as a literal interpreter, but as an orator giving the same ideas in the same form and mould as it were, in
words conformable to our manners; in doing which I did not consider it necessary to give word for word, but I have
preserved the character and energy of the language through.

(Cicero, De optimo genere oratorum) 20%

2. Choose a heroic ideal: but rather to emulate than to imitate. There are examples of greatness, living texts of honour.
Let everyone have before his mind the chief of his calling not so much to follow him as to spur himself on. Alexander
wept not on account of Achilles dead and buried, but over himself, because his fame had not yet spread throughout the

world.

(Gracian, The Art of Worldly Wisdom) 20%
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