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I. Reading comprehension 60%
A. Complete the text with the appropriate words on the list. (30%)

A. in terms of B. sprang up C. keep track of D. on top of this E. go along with

F. be attributed to  G. latch onto H. date back to I. rather than J. snatch up

Taiwan’s online fashion sales market can _ 1 2001, when Yahoo!Kimo Auctions
Taiwan went live. In those early days, sellers would __2__ affordable clothing from stores in
Wufenpu, and then auction it online, pocketing the difference. Later, as more and more online
shopping platforms __3__, bigger sellers and even actual stores began to expand the online
side of their businesses.

The boom in online sales platforms can __4__ aspiring entrepreneurs being able to use
those ready-made systems __5__ having to worry about building their own sites and dealing
with the hassles of updating and administration. __6__, these platforms offered a safer
transaction process for interested buyers, letting them purchase in confidence. They also had
their weaknesses though. Sellers had to __7__ sitewide sales held for special occasions like
Mother’s Day or Christmas. This meant they weren’t entirely free to do whatever they wanted
__8__ marketing.

When customers want to purchase clothing online, they must first log into their site of
choice. Those sites can easily __9__ demographics and buying habits, enabling them to make
better product recommendations and offer styling tips. And by being able to instantly adjust
their marketing to __10__ the latest online trends, these virtual stores have the edge over

brick-and-mortar stores in their fight for visibility and their efforts to engage their customers.

B. Multiple choices (30%)

Sculpture, like painting, is one of the decorative, or fine arts. It can be seen in every large
city and in every park and public square. It can be a statue or a monument, and it can be carved
in stone or cast from bronze. Therefore, anything artistic that is solid, or any kind of carved
picture that is raised from a flat surface or cut into a flat surface, called “relief,” is a form of
sculpture. Simply put, sculpture is the art of carving or modeling a reproduction of something

that has been seen or imagined.

Sculpture is a very old form of art. The earliest sculptural art that can still be seen are relief
carvings on buildings of Sumerians who live 5000 years ago in what is now Iraq. The Assyrians
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who came after the Sumerians and lived in the same region made even finer relief sculptures.
They created huge figures of kings and gods and great animals, many the products of
imagination. Some of the animals had the bodies of bulls, the wings of eagles, and the heads of
lions.

At about this same time, the Egyptians were beginning to express themselves in sculpture.
They carved ornaments out of precious stones and built large temples with huge carved figures
of their kings and gods. Some of these figures still stand in the deserts of Egypt, like the Great
Sphinx, a huge figure of a lion with a woman’s head. The Greeks were probably the finest
sculptors of the ancient peoples. Their great sculptors began about 2500 years ago. They created
statues of Greek heroes and gods, as well as great public buildings and beautiful temples.

Sculpture can be created from different materials. When a sculptor works with rock, he
carves with a chisel and hammer until he has chipped away everything except the form he wants.
Ancient Greeks worked almost entirely in stone. They carved and chiseled their statues from
marble or granite. For bronze statues or monuments, a sculptor first designs a figure in clay.
When the clay hardens, he pours a layer of plaster over it. When the plaster hardens, he cuts it
away carefully and then puts the pieces of plaster together again to form a mold. Then melted
bronze or other metal is poured into this mold.

Sculpture is important for its ability to record history. There is no other art that presents a
more complete or clearer record of the development of human culture than sculpture. It tells
much about the way of life of a particular people or era by showing the beliefs of a civilization
and recording their everyday lives. But principally, artists sculpt to satisfy a creative need to
communicate, to express their ideas and feelings, or just to create an object of beauty.

1. With what topic is paragraph 1 mainly concerned?

(A) What a sculpture is

(B) The uses of sculpture

(C) The history of sculpture

(D) How a sculpture is constructed

2. Which of the following is the most appropriate definition for fine arts in paragraph 1?
(A) Art produced for its aesthetic value.
(B) Art produced for its historical significance.
(C) Art that uses fine techniques and materials.

(D) Art that is comprised primarily of paintings and sculptures.

3. The word square in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to?
(A) A shape
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0.

(B) A number
(C) A texture
(D) An open area

The word cast in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to?
(A) thrown

(B) turned

(C) formed

(D) found

With what topic is paragraph 2 mainly concerned?
(A) The origins of sculpture

(B) The different types of sculpture that are made.
(C) The quality of Sumerian and Assyrian sculpture

(D) Sculptures of gods and kings as the most common types

The word chiseled in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to?
(A) removed

(B) cut away

(C) broke

(D) replaced

It in paragraph 5 refers to?
(A) record

(B) sculpture

(C) human culture

(D) development

Which word is most nearly the OPPOSITE of melted in paragraph 4?
(A) soften

(B) solidify

(C) dissolve

(D) liquefy

It can be inferred from this article that?
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(A) Only the Greeks were talented sculptors.

(B) Bronze is not a metal, but one kind of rock.

(C) Sculpture has a long history.

(D) The sculptural arts by the Assyrians still exist in Iraq now.

10. Which of the following is accurate?
(A) Sculpture is no longer a popular art form.
(B) It is easier to sculpt with stone than with bronze.
(C) The Sumerians like to create the products of imagination.
(D) The Assyrians and the Egyptians began to create sculptures about the same time.

II.  Translation 40%

(A) The Saint Patrick’s Day parade has a long history and is quite a spectacle. There are not only
bands, but also clowns and acrobats in the parade. You may see a lot of bandwagons going
through the streets with people on them playing Irish music and doing Irish dancing. Saint
Patrick’s Day is celebrated worldwide by those of Irish descent. However, more and more

non-Irish people start to celebrate this great festival. (20%)

(B) The temple of Heaven (X 38) is the largest temple where Chinese emperors used to worship
Heaven. It lies about several kilometers southeast of the Forbidden City, the emperor’s
residence. The temple and the surroudning park cover an area four times the size of the
Forbidden City. Chinese emperors had many other gods to worship apart from the god of
Heaven. They also worshipped their ancestors. As a result, sacrificing activities were an
important part of their routine work. The royal buildings for offering sacrifices are scattered all

over in Beijing. (20%)
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