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L. Reading Comprehension 60%
(A) 30%

Very few people in the modern world obtain their food supply by hunting and gathering in the natural
environment surrounding their homes. This method of harvesting from nature’s provision, however, is not only the
oldest known subsistence strategy, but also the one that has been practiced continuously in some parts of the world for
at least the last two million years. It was, indeed, the only way to obtain food until rudimentary farming and very crude
methods for the domestication of animals were introduced about 10,000 years ago.

Because hunter-gatherers have fared poorly in comparison with their agricultural cousins, their numbers have
dwindled, and they have been forced to live in the marginal wastelands. In higher latitudes, the shorter growing season
has restricted the availability of plant life. Such conditions have caused a greater dependence on hunting and, along the
coasts and waterways, on fishing. The abundance of vegetation in the lower latitudes of the tropics, on the other hand,
has provided a greater opportunity for gathering a variety of plants. In short, the environmental differences have
restricted the diet and have limited possibilities for the development of subsistence societies.

Contemporary hunter-gatherers may help us understand our prehistoric ancestors. We know from observation of
modern hunter-gatherers in both Africa and Alaska that a society based on hunting and gathering must be very mobile.
Following the food supply can be a way of life. If a particular kind of wild herding animal is the basis of the food for a
group of people, those people must move to stay within reach of those animals. For many of the native people of the
great central plains of North America, following the buffalo, who were in turn following the growth of grazing foods,
determined their way of life.

For gathering societies, seasonal changes mean a great deal. While the entire community camps in a central
location, a smaller party harvests the food within a reasonable distance from the camp. When the food in the area is
exhausted, the community moves on to exploit another site. We also notice a seasonal migration pattern evolving for
most hunter-gatherers, along with a strict division of labor between the sexes. These patterns of behavior may be similar
to those practiced by humankind during the Paleolithic Period.

1. Which of the following is the main topic of the passage?

(A) The Paleolithic Period

(B) Subsistence Farming

(C) Hunter-gatherers

(D) Marginal environments
2. Which is the oldest subsistence strategy?

(A) Migrating

(B) Domesticating animals



(C) Farming
(D) Hunting and gathering
3. When was hunting and gathering introduced?
(A) Ten million years ago
(B) Two million years ago
(C) Ten thousand years ago
(D) Two thousand years ago
4. The word dwindled in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to
(A) disagreed
(B) decreased
(C) disappeared
(D) died
5. Inparagraph 2, the author explains that hunters and gatherers in lower latitudes found
(A) more animal to hunt
(B) more coasts and waterways for finishing
(C) ashorter growing season
(D) alarge variety of plant life
6. Why does the author mention contemporary hunter-gatherers in paragraph 3?
(A) Their seasonal migration patterns are important.
(B) Studying them gives us insights into the lifestyle of prehistoric people.
(C) There are very few examples of modern hunter-gatherer societies.
(D) Their societies are quite different from those of their ancestors.
7. The word exploit in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to
(A) use
(B) find
(C) Take care
(D) prepare
8.  What does the author mean by the statement while the entire community camps in a central location, a smaller
party harvests the food within a reasonable distance from the camp?
(A) Everyone is involved in hunting and gathering the food for the community.
(B) When the food has been harvested, the community has a celebration.
(C) A small group hunts and gathers food near the camp.
(D) The reason that the community harvests the food is that it is near the camp.
9. All of the patterns of behavior for hunter-gatherers are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT
(A) a small group plants food near the camp.
(B) the group moves when the food supply is low.
(C) men and women each have specific roles.
(D) the seasons dictate the movement of the group.
10. Which of the following sentences should NOT be included in a summary of the passage?

(A) Hunter-gatherers are mobile, tending to migrate seasonally.
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(B) Hunter-gathers share different responsibilities between the sexes.

(C) Hunter-gatherers camp in a central location.

(D) Hunter-gatherers have many social celebrations.

(B) 30%

Although speech is generally accepted as the most advanced form of communication, there are many ways of
communicating without using words. In every known culture, signals, signs, symbols, and gestures are commonly
utilized as instruments of communication. There is a great deal of agreement among communication scientists as to
what each of these methods is and how each differs from the others. For instance, the basic function of any signal is to
impinge upon the environment in such a way that it attracts attention, as, for example, the dots and dashes that can be
applied in a telegraph circuits. Coded to refer to speech, the potential for communication through these dots and
dashes—short and long intervals as the circuits is broken—is very great. Less adaptable to the codification of words,
signs also contain agreed upon meaning; that is, they convey information in and of themselves. Two examples are the
hexagonal red sign that convey the meaning of stop, and the red and white swirled pole outside a shop that
communicates the meaning of barber.

Symbols are more difficult to describe than either signals or signs because of their intricate relationship with the
receiver’s culture perceptions. In some cultures, applauding in a theater provides performers with an auditory symbol of
approval. In other cultures, if done in unison, applauding can be a symbol of the audience’s discontent with the
performance. Gestures such as waving and handshaking also communicate certain cultural messages.

Although signals, signs, symbols, and gestures are very useful, they also have a major disadvantage in
communication. They usually do not allow ideas to be shared without the sender being directly adjacent to the receiver.
Without an exchange of ideas, interaction comes to a halt. As a result, means of communication intended to be used
across long distances and extended periods must be based upon speech. To radio, television, and the telephone, one
must add fax, paging systems, electronic mail, and the Internet, and no one doubts but that there are more means of
communication on the horizon.

11. Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?

(A) Signs and Signals

(B) Gestures

(C) Communication

(D) Speech
12. What does the author say about speech?

(A) It is the only true form of communication.

(B) Itis dependent upon the advances made by invention.

(C) Itis necessary for communication to occur.

(D) It is the most advanced form of communication.

13. The phrase impinge upon in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to

(A) intrude

(B) improve

(C) vary

(D) prohibit



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The word it in paragraph 1 refers to
(A) function
(B) signal
(C) environment
(D) way
The word potential in paragraph 1 could best be replaced by
(A) range
(B) advantage
(C) organization
(D) possibility
The word themselves in paragraph 1 refers to
(A) signs
(B) words
(C) meanings
(D) examples
The word intricate in paragraph 2 could best be replaced by which of the following?
(A) inefficient
(B) complicated
(C) historical
(D) uncertain
Applauding was cited as an example of
(A) asignal
(B) asign
(C) a symbol
(D) a gesture
Why were the telephone, radio, and TV invented?
(A) People were unable to understand signs, symbols, and signals.
(B) People wanted to communicate across long distances.
(C) People believed that signs, signals, and symbols were obsolete.
(D) People wanted new forms of entertainment.
The word communication in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to
(A) ideas
(B) interaction
(C) halt
(D) speech



II.  Translation 40 %
Please translate the following passages into Chinese.
(A) 20%

With an economic downturn threatening jobs and cutting bonuses, wealthy and middle-class Asians are taking
fewer and shorter vacations closer to home. In the current climate, if you told your boss you wanted three weeks off,
he'd show you the door. That’s why people are taking bite-sized vacations and fewer vacations. They are also traveling
closer home, within a four-hour flight or so. While Asians preferred to travel to Europe and the United States in recent
years, more are now traveling within their own neighborhood, to places such as Thailand and Malaysia. Airlines and
tour operators are struggling as businesses and individuals cut back on travel. However, Asia is faring better, because it
has always been regarded as a cheaper option, and more Asians are now traveling locally.

(B) 20%

Sydney's Presbyterian Ladies' College is updating the "open book" exam concept to take into account new
technology. Students there will be allowed and encouraged to access information using their mobile phones, the Internet
and from podcasts on their MP3 players during exams. However, any time a source is used, it must be cited on the test
paper to prevent plagiarism. The school claims that in terms of preparing students for the world, we need to redefine our
attitudes towards traditional ideas of cheating. Given that in their working lives students will never need to carry
enormous amounts of information in their head, what they will need to do is access information from all their sources
quickly and check the reliability of their information. The school is trying out the use of the new media with 14- and

15-year-old English students, but hopes to expand its use across all subjects by year end.
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